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CEO’s Report
I write this report with a great feeling of pride and
satisfaction having just completed the most successful
season in our history. Having surpassed the record sales
OTA set in the early 80’s has FHA ending the year with
record profit margins as well.
The last 2 years FHA has issued 5% commission rebates
each season back to our shippers through our exclusive
RPC program. Trappers have always had the option of
cashing their RPC’s in, but since 1992 with each RPC
issuance, 90% have opted to retain the money in the
company.
As of now FHA has paid 50% interest to all our RPC
investors just over the past two years alone. Simply put
a trapper with $2,000.00 in RPC’s with our company
has been paid $1000.00 in interest these past two
consecutive seasons!!!! This was always our intention
and what better way to reward our shippers and this
proves the power of OWNERSHIP.
Our shippers over the long haul that retain RPC’s in this
company now basically sell their skins through
FHA COMMISSION FREE. Since taking
over as CEO in 2001 my goal was
to pay off all our debt so
when the time came and
we experienced
a
rising

market and strong profits we would be in a position to
really make it count. Ask yourself, where can I get a
50% cash return on my investment over 2 short years?
These benefits to producers are truly unprecedented in
the fur business, and have positioned FHA as the clear
frontrunner in giving back to producers.
In January of 2013 FHA bought a 12,500 sq/ft
warehouse in Cambridge, Wisconsin. This warehouse
was leased for one year previously and run as a grading
and collection facility under the management of Greg
Schroeder. After a one year review, it was evident that
this facility was very viable. It was decided to take on
this operation permanently and the warehouse and land
was purchased outright last January. Greg Schroeder
has done a great job in running this facility and has
greatly assisted building our shipper numbers in the
mid west. Greg has a 30+ year history in the business
having worked for NAFA’s Wisconsin operation for
many years. This operation will be of great benefit to
supporting the number of shippers we are generating
from the mid west.
The most significant news to be delivered is our 2014
selling program, as we have formed an alliance with
Saga Furs of Finland, and American Legend of Seattle,
WA.
This year’s global fur calendar made this marketing
agreement an extremely favorable move. Saga is the
world’s largest marketer of ranch fox, handling easily
90% of the world’s ranch fox, as well as several
million European ranch mink. ALC has the
finest short nap black ranch mink, and the
most recognized label in the world.
Add in our superior collection
of northern wild goods
under one roof
and
you
have

an event that no fur buyer in the world can afford to
miss. This alliance now makes us the largest fur auction
venue in the world. Visit http://fur-auctions-of-thecentury.com

graduating from Sir Sanford Fleming’s Fish and Wildlife
Program. Mark is a highly knowledgeable trapper and
professional fur handler and is the perfect man for
dealing with trapper relations. He will be heading up
and coordinating all trapper meetings and conventions,
as well as operate as Field Editor of our FHA magazine.
He will also be highly involved in organizing our annual
convention. Mark is a very competent fur grader as well
and we are all very happy to have him back in North
Bay.

To say this alliance has been received favorably by the
world’s fur trade is a huge understatement. The upside
for the world’s fur buyers are huge. This year they
travel to one sale and can buy their wild fur, ranch fox,
and ranch mink, all in one stop. Rather than fly to three
different locations around the world, saving a fortune in
airfare, hotels, and meals, let alone the wear and tear on As you drive north and south into North Bay, watch for
your new billboards that are attracting a lot of positive
the mind, body and dealing with jet lag.
feedback.
Our two middle auctions will be held in Finland under
this marketing alliance, which the fur trade has now In closing, I ask you all to be safe this trapping season
dubbed the “Fur auctions of the century”. Our January and wish you great success on your lines.
7th and June 21st auctions will be as always, conducted
Thank you for you continued support and trust, and
here in North bay.
spread the word about your auction house to others. IT
The convention date is set for April 11th and 12th, 2014 IS A WISE INVESTMENT.
and attendance is expected to be very strong as the
Respectfully,
timing seems preferable to mostly everyone.
It is a pleasure to welcome Mr. Mark Taylor back on Mark Downey
permanent staff. Many of you will remember Mark Chief Executive Officer
as he was employed with FHA several years ago after Fur Harvesters Auction Inc.

Saga Furs’ Auction Room
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2013-2014 Auction Schedule
LAST RECEIVINGDATES
December 15th, 2013
January 19th, 2014
April 13th, 2014
May 25th, 2014

SALE DATES
*January 7th, 2014
**March 13th-14th, 2014
**June 4th-5th, 2014
*June 21st, 2014

**Sales will be held in Finland in conjunction with
Saga Furs & American Legend.
*Sales will be held in North Bay, Canada. Selected goods.
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Polar Bear Alert Program
by Bob Windsor

Churchill Manitoba is known as the Polar Bear Capital
of the World, and rightfully so. Manitoba is home to
some of the approximately 1,000 polar bears of the
Western Hudson Bay sub-population, and people
from all corners of the world flock to Churchill for an
opportunity to see the great white bears.

FHA

It was decided that a holding facility for polar bears
would moderate the need to euthanize bears. In 1979,
construction started on the facility, which was designed
to hold 16 single bears and four family groups. The
holding pens are built of concrete bricks with steel bar
doors and ceilings.

Churchill is built on the bear’s natural migration path,
and as a result, it’s not uncommon to see polar bears in
the community or skirting along the nearby Hudson
Bay Coast. The people of Churchill have learned to coexist with the bears and have had success in doing it to
a degree not found anywhere else in the world.
But it wasn’t always this way. In the late 1960s, the
number of bears waiting for Hudson Bay to freeze
around Churchill in the fall was as high as 80, and up
to 40 bears at a time could be seen in the local waste
disposal grounds.
At this time, polar bears posing a threat to human safety
or personal property were generally shot. In 1963, 1966
and 1967 there were serious human-bear confrontations
in and around the community, and in 1968 there was a
fatal attack on a small boy. This led to calls for a program
to better manage polar bears in this area.

Polar bear holding facility in Churchill, MB.

While the facility was under construction, the Polar Bear
Alert Program was established in 1980. The priorities
of this program include:
• Protecting human life from polar bears.
• Protecting polar bears from harassment or the need to
In 1969, the Polar Bear Control Program was created. be euthanized .
The program had three main objectives: to protect • Minimizing damage to property from polar bears.
human life, to protect personal property from damage • Minimizing the potential of food conditioning and/or
by polar bears and to ensure polar bears were not unduly human habituation of polar bears.
harassed or killed.
• Ensuring the safety of Manitoba Conservation and
Water Stewardship staff working with the Polar Bear
During the 1970s there continued to be human-bear Alert Program.
encounters, although none were fatal. Persistent and
aggressive bears had to be euthanized for the protection The Churchill area was divided into three control zones:
of the people, as there was no other way to handle bears the living/working area in the community (Zone 1),
that consistently returned to town. An average of 15 the inhabited perimeter area (Zone 2) and the remote
polar bears were destroyed each year in the area.
area (Zone 3). The level of tolerance for the presence
of polar bears is lowest in Zone 1, where all bears are
In 1976, 24 problem polar bears were relocated by DC3 immediately removed.
airplane from Churchill to the Kaskattama River area,
close to the Manitoba-Ontario border on Hudson Bay. In 1982, the Polar Bear Holding Facility was put into
This endeavor was very expensive, and some of the bears use and has held over 2,000 bears to date. Most bears
returned quickly and had to be destroyed.
captured are housed at the Polar Bear Holding Facility.
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The facility was upgraded in 2006 and currently has
28 holding pens, five of which have air conditioning
for warm weather use. The amount of time each bear
spends in the facility varies, and depends on the amount
of space available and the location and frequency of
capture.

up, staff has chased more than a dozen bears along the
edge of town in one day.

The removal of bears from the community or an area
where they pose a danger is accomplished by hazing.
This involves shooting scare cartridges from shotguns or
pistols that cause loud bangs or screams, and following
Bears captured in Zone 1 are held for a minimum of the bears with vehicles.
30 days, with the exception of family groups that are
relocated as soon as possible. This 30-day rule was to Bears that do not respond to noise stimulus are
lessen the chance of a polar bear returning to Zone 1, sometimes shot with rubber bullets (which don’t harm
and also prevents the bears from having the opportunity the bear) or a paint ball gun to encourage them on their
to become conditioned to human food sources.
way. Particularly stubborn bears are sometimes pushed
away by helicopter. If a bear continues to return and
The bears are provided with water or snow, but are not will not enter a live trap, it will be immobilized with
fed, as polar bears do
the use of a tranquilizer
not normally feed until
gun. This is done by
they are able to hunt
either shooting from the
for seals on the frozen
ground, or darting the
Hudson Bay, and survive
bear from a helicopter.
on the fat stores from
the previous season.
To prevent bears from
Also, feeding the bears
entering the community,
could condition them
staff will establish a
to associate man with
“trap
line” around
food, which could lead
the perimeter of the
to the bears returning to
community to intercept
Churchill in future.
the bears. Bears are
captured by use of
Today’s Polar Bear Alert
culvert traps, which are
Program is staffed with
large culverts with metal
Live traps are baited with seal meat and fat, which is
two natural resource
screens on one end and
attached to a trigger in the front of the trap.
officers
and
three
doors on the other. They
resource management technicians with additional are baited with seal meat and fat, which is attached to
staff during the peak season. The program involves a trigger in the front of the trap. When the bear enters
public education, minimizing bear attractants and the trap and pulls on the bait, the door is released and
removing bears from a defined area in and around the locks. The trap is permanently mounted onto a trailer,
community.
which allows the bears to be transported to the Polar
Bear Holding Facility.
Staff monitors a 24-hour emergency bear line. Anyone
seeing a bear in or near the community can call 204- In 2011, staff responded to 341 polar bear occurrences
675-BEAR and staff will respond. It is not uncommon and handled 61 bears. The most common age class of
during the peak period of mid-October to mid- bears handled is sub-adults (between two- and fiveNovember for staff to be called out five or six times a years old).
night. As the weather gets colder and the ice is closer to
forming, the bear activity escalates. Just before freeze4

4

www.furharvesters.com

Each bear is weighed when entering and exiting the
Polar Bear Holding Facility, and is measured for length
and girth and checked for overall health before it is
released.

FHA

If not previously handled, each bear will receive ear tags
and lip tattoos. The lip tattoo is a number matching
their ear tags, and becomes the bear’s permanent “name”.
Information such as the date and location of capture, as
well as the bear’s health information is recorded on a
data sheet, which is later entered into a data base.
Each year the data base is updated and every bear that
has ever been captured will be on record. Many of the
bears handled have been tagged previously, some of
which have been handled numerous times.
Before freeze-up, bears that are released from the
holding facility are tranquilized, and then transported by
helicopter in a sling approximately 70 kilometers north
of Churchill. They are then released along the coast
of the Hudson Bay. Most of the bears will continue
moving northward looking for the first ice to form.
At the time of release the bears are marked with a green
cattle marker spot on the top of their shoulder. This
spot allows for easy recognition of released bears during
that season, but wears off within a month or two. Very
few bears return to Churchill during the same season.
Those that do return and are able to be recaptured are
held until the end of the season.
After ice forms on the Hudson Bay, the remaining
bears in the facility are released directly onto the ice
of Hudson Bay by vehicle. The bears are loaded into
culvert traps and hauled to the coastline and released.
When the bears see the ice they are more than happy to
get out on it, and to start hunting for seals.
The Polar Bear Alert Program is unique, and receives a
large number of media and group presentation requests
each year. Requests are accommodated as time permits,
with the priority given to those that promote public
education.

Three tranquilized bears being transported
by helicopter in a sling approximately
70 kilometers north of Churchill.
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The most publicized and dramatized
night of the entire bear season is
Halloween. The safety of children
trick or treating is a very real priority,
and warrants special preparations.
A helicopter patrol is done before
dark and any bears found near
town are hazed away. At least 12
two-person units are established
from various agencies including
Manitoba Conservation and Water

Stewardship, R.C.M.P., Parks
Canada, Canadian Rangers, the fire
department, emergency medical
services and Manitoba Hydro.
Some units take up strategic vantage
positions while others form mobile
patrols. Several media film crews
and numerous photographers roam
around the community to record the
event. Experience has proven the

best way to avoid any “tricks” is to
carry a good supply of “treats” to
share from your patrol vehicle.
The staff who administer the Polar
Bear Alert Program in Churchill
are fortunate to experience the
privilege of working with these
magnificent predators. Nowhere
else in Manitoba offers the unique
experiences that the staff in
Churchill come to enjoy.
The Polar Bear Alert Program
is recognized globally for its
achievements in protecting human
life and preserving the lives of
polar bears. The number of bears
euthanized in protection of life or
property is, on average, less than
one per year. Thanks must be given
to the people of Churchill, whose
cooperation makes this unique
program such a success.
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Tricks of the Trade
by Mark Taylor

For many of us pinning the tail on a long haired animal such as a fox, coyote
or raccoon involves a bit of time and lots of push pins. Here is a little trick
I learned years ago that will save you time and push pins.

FHA

After pinning the butt of the animal off square, pull the tail down and place
a pin in the end. Then take a long thin strip of wood and insert a push pin in
the middle. Slide the strip of wood down the tail with the pointy end of the
pin towards the side of the tail. When you get the strip lined up simply fold
it over onto the fur and stick the pin into the board. Repeat for the other side
and you are done in seconds using only 3 pins for the tail.
Trigger repair is necessary chore around my house every year before
trapping season. It never failed though, that I wouldn’t have enough
replacement triggers for all my broken ones, or time to order new ones.
My solution was simple and inexpensive.
First raid your closet and get all the metal coat hangers you can find. Cut the
hangers on each side of the hook and in the middle of the flat bottom. This
will give you two triggers. Drill out the rivets of the damaged trigger and
replace trigger with the new one and secure with a new bolt and nut. Some
brands of traps have a nut and bolt already, simply undo and replace the
trigger. Finally and most important, go to Walmart and replace your spouse’s
hangers with plastic ones.

Cut here

Make two
triggers per
hanger

Out of nails or trap holders for running pole sets? Here’s an easy way to
secure traps without them.
Cut a small green sapling about 2-3 feet long and ¾” on the thick end. Put
the trap on the running pole and pull the springs towards the ground. Shove
the stick through the spring loops so that it clamps the trap to the pole. Once
the stick is in you may have to push the springs upward to get more clamping
pressure.
When trapping marten and fisher it never fails that an animal is frozen in
the trap. Trap and all must be taken home to thaw and the trap replaced at
the set. To save time setting and resetting traps try this:
Using aircraft cable make up some lengths with a loop at one end and a quick
snap on the other. Wrap the cable around the tree or branch and pass the
snap through the loop end. Now attach the snap and cable to the swivel of
the trap. When you catch an animal simply undo the trap from the snap and
replace the trap. These cables can be left on the tree from year to year as long
as they are in good condition. Also you will have less chance of losing traps
due to wire breakage by using airplane cable and a snap which attaches to a
swivel. They can usually be purchased for under a dollar a piece and will pay
for themselves in time and ease of setting.

Quick snap

Trap
cable &
swivel

Ship With Pride - Sell With Confidence

Cable
secured
to tree
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Teaching an Old Dog Old Tricks
by Mark Taylor

When I moved south from North Bay a decade ago I
took with me my love of catching fishers. My standard
set was just to catch them in a marten box on a tree either
vertically or horizontally, which worked extremely well.
So naturally when I went to start trapping fisher I set out
my marten boxes and waited. Well I waited a long time.
I found fishers in Southern Ontario reluctant to enter
the smaller boxes. Not having the time or resources to
make larger boxes to fit 220’s I had to come up with a
new plan. The solution was to revert to a set I had seen
described in manuals for decades. The Running Pole
Set.

3. Make sure the only way the fisher can get at bait is
through the trap and they are not able to jump onto the
pole from another tree or branch.
To make the set you can either find a natural leaning tree
or cut your own pole and make your set. When making
an artificial pole set I like to find a pair of trees growing
together. Cut the pole long enough so it extends about
4 feet past the tree and jam it into the crotch of the
trees. This way the fisher cannot jump from the tree
onto the bait bypassing the trap. Make sure the pole is
sturdy and will not tip when the fisher walks out on it.
You may have to wire it to the tree.

There are probably as many variations of the running
pole set as there are trappers but this is the one that Next I like to add a fairly large piece of beaver meat
works for me. The principals of the set need to remain such as a whole leg or tail to the outermost end of the
pole. Before securing the bait I like to rub it on the tree
the same no matter which way you set it.
and up the pole. With some mesh and wire cover the
1. Use the proper sized pole. I like one around 4-6 bait which will keep the birds and other fisher from
eating all your bait. Many times I have seen a fisher
inches in diameter
caught in the trap and fresh tracks on the pole going
2. Secure the pole to a tree so the upper end is about 5-6 up to the bait.
feet off the ground. This way when the fisher is caught
it will hang and not touch the ground. This reduces the Using a 220 set the trap back from the bait just far
chance of pelt damage due to mice and freezing to the enough so that when the trap fires it will not catch the
bait. There are several methods you can use to hold the
ground.
trap in place. The quickest way is to use a commercial
trap holding device. They simply get nailed to
the pole and the trap is clamped onto
it when it is set. (Go to TransCanada Trapline Co. via
furharvesters.com
to view and
order

8
8

www.furharvesters.com

trap holders). The second method is to drive 4 nails into
the pole so and set the trap on them. The third method
is to use a small green sapling run through the spring
loops to clamp the trap to the pole (see. Tricks of the
Trade on Page 7). I like to have the trigger on the top
in a “^” shape closest to the fishers approach.
Once the trap is set tie it to the pole with a cable, snap
and swivel. Then I like to take some evergreen bows and
stick them through the springs so they stick above the
trap and makes it so there is only a hole visible through
the trap. This will camouflage the trap and discourages
the fisher from jumping over the trap.

FHA
Canada’s Premier Supplier of Furbearer
Management and Marketing Equipment

IMPORTANT NOTICE
~ NEW TO TCT CO. ~

With a cold start to winter, you should
consider wearing a fur hat to keep
warm. We have beaver and muskrat
hats available in full fur and fur with
melon tops. The prices range from
$110 - 150 and are available in a
variety of sizes.

Check out our online catalogue at
www.furharvesters.com
or call to request your free copy.
Finally I like to take a dab of my favorite fisher lure,
pure skunk essence and put it on the bait.
Running poles are more labor intensive to set but are
a deadly set to add to your arsenal. I have since added
fisher boxes to my line but I still like to set the occasional
pole. I have several locations that consistently catch 3-4
fishers a year, with my best year being 10 from 1 pole.
I am sure a box would catch them just the same but if
something works why fix it.
Now that I am back trapping in the north the majority
of my fisher come from marten boxes, but it’s still nice
to have some old tricks up my sleeve.

~ Monthly Specials Available ~
Winter Hours
Monday - Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Trans Canada Trapline Co.

1867 Bond Street, North Bay, ON P1B 8K6
Tel: (705) 495-3511 Fax: (705) 495-4939
Toll Free: 1-800-424-4441
traps@furharvesters.com

Ship With Pride - Sell With Confidence
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7KH)XU$XFWLRQVRIWKH&HQWXU\
FHA
The American Legend - Fur
Harvesters - Saga Furs March
and June auctions in Helsinki will
R̆HUWKHPRVWGLYHUVHVHOHFWLRQRI
TXDOLW\ IXUV WKH ZRUOG KDV HYHU
seen.

AUCTION DATES

11-21 MARCH & 1-11 JUNE 2014

7KLVXQLTXHDOOLDQFHZLOOPDNHVRXUFLQJHDVLHUIRU
WKH EX\LQJ FRPPXQLW\ E\ SXWWLQJ WKH EHVW RI WKH
EHVWXQGHURQHURRIWKH¿QHVW1RUWK$PHULFDQDQG
(XURSHDQPLQNWKHZRUOG¶VEHVWIR[HVDQGWKHWRS
TXDOLW\RI1RUWK$PHULFDQZLOGIXU

The most widely recognized names in
IXUIURPWZRFRQWLQHQWV
Working together the three partners will create an
XQSUHFHGHQWHG G\QDPLVP DW IXU DXFWLRQV (DFK
company brings into the alliance individual
VWUHQJWKV DQG WKH YDOXHV RI D UHVSHFWHG KHULWDJH
based on quality. Mutual support among the
DXFWLRQ KRXVHV UHPDLQV WKH FRUH YDOXH RI WKLV
unique alliance.

%HQH¿WV WR IXU suppliers and the trade
DUHWKHDOOLDQFH¶VGULYLQJIRUFHV
Saga Furs auction house in Helsinki was the
XQDQLPRXVFKRLFH7KHKRXVHGUDZVDGLYHUVHPL[

RIPDMRUEX\HUVGXHWRLWVWUDGLWLRQDOWLHVWR&KLQD
Hong Kong as well as its European location close to
Russia, Italy, Greece, Turkey and other key markets.

One-stop shopping means variety and
savings
7KH IXU WUDGH KDV ZHOFRPHG WKH LGHD RI FHQWUDO
DXFWLRQV DV D JUHDW VDYHU RI WLPH DQG PRQH\ )XU
buyers are comparing the auctions to a department
store where everything they could conceivably need
LV LQ RQH SODFH ,W ZLOO DOVR IDFLOLWDWH VRXUFLQJ IRU
IDVKLRQFRPSDQLHVZKLOHSURYLGLQJWKHPLQQRYDWLRQ
and know-how.

Each independent company
will sort, grade and catalogue
its respective products, which
will later be sold in logical
sequence at the Saga Furs
auction house.

CONTENT
:KDWWKH&(2VVDy
3UHOLPLQDU\RIIHULQJ
Auction services

&200(176

’

Sang Pyo Kong
.\XQJ,Q&R/WG6HRXO

I like this idea very much. It will save me time; at
RQHDXFWLRQ,FDQEX\HYHU\WKLQJPLQNIR[ZLOG
IXU$QGLWZLOOVDYHWUDYHOWLPH1RWVRPDQ\ORQJ
ÀLJKWVOHVVMHWODJDQGLWZLOOVDYHPHPRQH\
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FROM BUYERS

Frank Zilberkweit
Polar Furs, London

We at Polar Furs were surprised and delighted to
OHDUQ RI WKH FRRSHUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ 6DJD )XUV
$PHULFDQ /HJHQG DQG )XU +DUYHVWHUV 7KH ¿UVW
R̆HULQJLQ0DUFKZLOOEHDXQLTXHRSSRUWXQLW\WR
EX\DFRPSOHWHUDQJHRIIXUVNLQV:HZLVK\RXDOO
every success.

’

Peter Georgiades
6WDOOOLRQ,QF1HZ<RUN

%ULOOLDQWLW¶VMXVWEULOOLDQW,QIDFW,QHYHULPDJLQHG
something like this could happen because the
logistics seemed so impossible. Things will be
challenging, but it’s brilliant and I wish you luck.

www.furharvesters.com

partners for success
SURGXFWLVHVSHFLDOO\DSSHDOLQJWRXV7KHUHVSRQVHIURPWKHWUDGHDQGIURPRXU
shippers has been overwhelmingly positive.

FHA

&(2VH[SHFWHSLF0DUFKDQG-XQHDXFWLRQV
&(2VH[SHFWHSLF0DUFKDQG-XQHDXFWLRQV
$PHULFDQ /HJHQG &RRSHUDWLYH LV YHU\ H[FLWHG WR EH
VHOOLQJ DORQJVLGH RI 6DJD )XUV DQG )XU +DUYHVWHUV
6DJD
)XUV/HJHQG
LVRXU
KDSS\
WR KRVW
WKH
HYHQWV
$PHULFDQ
&RRSHUDWLYH
LVDXFWLRQ
YHU\
H[FLWHG
WR RI
EHD
&ROOHFWLYHO\
WKUHH
FRPSDQLHV
ZLOO
EH
EULQJLQJ
OLIHWLPHLQ0DUFKDQG-XQHDQGZHDUHSURXGWR
VHOOLQJ
DORQJVLGH
RI
6DJD
)XUV
DQG
)XU
+DUYHVWHUV
WRJHWKHUWKHZRUOG¶V¿QHVWIXUIRUDXFWLRQ
EH
FKRVHQ DV
SUHIHUUHG
SDUWQHU
$PHULFDQ
&ROOHFWLYHO\
RXUWKH
WKUHH
FRPSDQLHV
ZLOO E\
EH EULQJLQJ
7KH GLYHUVLW\
RI IXU
DYDLODEOH
FRPELned with the impressive quantities, will
Legend
and
Fur
Harvesters.
WRJHWKHUWKHZRUOG¶V¿QHVWIXUIRUDXFWLRQ

Joe Morelli
CEO of American Legend Cooperative
Pertti
Fallenius
Joe
Morelli
CEO
Saga Furs
Oyj Cooperative
CEO
of of
American
Legend

DWWUDFWJOREDOEX\LQJSRZHUWRRQHORFDWLRQLQDZD\WKDWKDVQHYHUEHIRUHEHHQ
GRQH%ODFNJODPDLVWKHPRVWVRXJKWDIWHUPLQNEUDQGLQWKHZRUOGZLWKKLJK
7KH
IXU DYDLODEOH
with the impressive
The GLYHUVLW\
two salesRI
bring
together FRPELned
the best EuroSHDQ
DQG 1RUWKquantities,
$PHULFDQ will
IXU WR
GHPDQGFRPLQJIURP*UHHFH5XVVLD.RUHDDQG&KLQD7KH$PHULFDQ/HJHQG
DWWUDFWJOREDOEX\LQJSRZHUWRRQHORFDWLRQLQDZD\WKDWKDVQHYHUEHIRUHEHHQ
FUHDWHWKH¿QHVWPRVWGLYHUVHFROOHFWLRQVHYHUR̆HUHGLQRQHSODFH
brand continues to gain more consumer demand every year throughout the
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SURYLGLQJḢFLHQWRQHVWRSVKRSSLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVIRUWKHZKROHLQGXVWU\$V
:HH[SORUHGGL̆HUHQWDOWHUQDWLYHVWR¿QGDORJLFDOVROXWLRQIRUWKHSDUWQHUVDQG
ZRUOGEXWHVSHFLDOO\LQ&KLQD
DOOWKUHHFRPSDQLHVKDYHDVWURQJIRFXVRQTXDOLW\WKHMRLQWVDOHVFUHDWHDXQLTXH
WKHWUDGH:HEHOLHYHWKHFRQFHSWRIFRPELQLQJRXUVWUHQJWKVLVDSHUIHFW¿W
VRXUFLQJRSSRUWXQLW\IRUDQ\RQHORRNLQJIRUKLJKTXDOLW\VNLQV
:HH[SORUHGGL̆HUHQWDOWHUQDWLYHVWR¿QGDORJLFDOVROXWLRQIRUWKHSDUWQHUVDQG
WKHWUDGH:HEHOLHYHWKHFRQFHSWRIFRPELQLQJRXUVWUHQJWKVLVDSHUIHFW¿W
6LPLODUO\WKHFRQFHSWR̆HUVDXQLTXHRSSRUWXQLW\IRUDOOTXDOLW\SURGXFHUVWR
sell their production along with the best pelts in the world.

Mark, Downey
CEO of Fur Harvesters Auction Inc.
Mark, Downey
CEO of Fur Harvesters Auction Inc.

Fur Harvesters Auction and American Legend have
HQMR\HGDYHU\SRVLWLYHFROODERUDWLRQRYHUPDQ\\HDUV
Fur
Harvesters Auction and American Legend have
and
we believe that our new cooperation with Saga
HQMR\HGDYHU\SRVLWLYHFROODERUDWLRQRYHUPDQ\\HDUV
)XUVLVDORJLFDOSURJUHVVLRQRIWKLV
and
we believe that our new cooperation with Saga
)XUVLVDORJLFDOSURJUHVVLRQRIWKLV
In looking at a very crowded auction DQGIXUIDLUFDOHQGDUIRUEHLQJDEOHWR
SURYLGHWKHIXUWUDGHZLWKRQHVWRSVKRSSLQJIRUWKHYHU\EHVWFROOHFWLRQVRIZLOG
In looking at a very crowded auction DQGIXUIDLUFDOHQGDUIRUEHLQJDEOHWR
IXU1RUWK$PHULFDQPLQNDQG(XURSHDQPLQNDQGIR[HVVLPSO\PDNHVJRRG
SURYLGHWKHIXUWUDGHZLWKRQHVWRSVKRSSLQJIRUWKHYHU\EHVWFROOHFWLRQVRIZLOG
sense.
IXU1RUWK$PHULFDQPLQNDQG(XURSHDQPLQNDQGIR[HVVLPSO\PDNHVJRRG
sense.
partners
for$PHULFDQ
successZLOG IXU WR
7KH DELOLW\ WR VKRZFDVH RXU SUHPLHU R̆HULQJ
RI 1RUWK
international buyers who may not have previously had direct access to our
7KH DELOLW\ WR VKRZFDVH RXU SUHPLHU R̆HULQJ RI 1RUWK $PHULFDQ ZLOG IXU WR
SURGXFWLVHVSHFLDOO\DSSHDOLQJWRXV7KHUHVSRQVHIURPWKHWUDGHDQGIURPRXU
international buyers who may not have previously had direct access to our
shippers has been overwhelmingly positive.
SURGXFWLVHVSHFLDOO\DSSHDOLQJWRXV7KHUHVSRQVHIURPWKHWUDGHDQGIURPRXU
shippers has been overwhelmingly positive.

&(2VH[SHFWHSLF0DUFKDQG-XQHDXFWLRQV
$PHULFDQ /HJHQG &RRSHUDWLYH LV YHU\ H[FLWHG WR EH
VHOOLQJ
DORQJVLGH
RI WR
6DJD
)XUV
)XU +DUYHVWHUV
6DJD
)XUV
LV KDSS\
KRVW
WKHDQG
DXFWLRQ
HYHQWV RI D
6DJD
)XUV LVRXU
KDSS\
WR KRVW
WKH DXFWLRQ
RI D
&ROOHFWLYHO\
WKUHH
FRPSDQLHV
ZLOO HYHQWV
EH EULQJLQJ
OLIHWLPHLQ0DUFKDQG-XQHDQGZHDUHSURXGWR
OLIHWLPHLQ0DUFKDQG-XQHDQGZHDUHSURXGWR
WRJHWKHUWKHZRUOG¶V¿QHVWIXUIRUDXFWLRQ
EH FKRVHQ DV WKH SUHIHUUHG SDUWQHU E\ $PHULFDQ
EH
FKRVHQ
SUHIHUUHG SDUWQHU E\ $PHULFDQ
Legend
andDV
FurWKH
Harvesters.
7KH GLYHUVLW\ RI IXU DYDLODEOH FRPELned with the impressive quantities, will
Legend
and Fur Harvesters.

Joe Morelli
CEO of American Legend Cooperative
Pertti Fallenius
CEO of Saga Furs Oyj
Pertti Fallenius
CEO of Saga Furs Oyj

DWWUDFWJOREDOEX\LQJSRZHUWRRQHORFDWLRQLQDZD\WKDWKDVQHYHUEHIRUHEHHQ
The two sales bring together the best EuroSHDQ DQG 1RUWK $PHULFDQ IXU WR
GRQH%ODFNJODPDLVWKHPRVWVRXJKWDIWHUPLQNEUDQGLQWKHZRUOGZLWKKLJK
The
two sales bring together the best EuroSHDQ DQG 1RUWK $PHULFDQ IXU WR
FUHDWHWKH¿QHVWPRVWGLYHUVHFROOHFWLRQVHYHUR̆HUHGLQRQHSODFH
GHPDQGFRPLQJIURP*UHHFH5XVVLD.RUHDDQG&KLQD7KH$PHULFDQ/HJHQG
FUHDWHWKH¿QHVWPRVWGLYHUVHFROOHFWLRQVHYHUR̆HUHGLQRQHSODFH
brand continues to gain more consumer demand every year throughout the
:H EHOLHYH WKH GHDO ZLOO EULQJ JUHDW EHQH¿WV WR WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO WUDGH E\
ZRUOGEXWHVSHFLDOO\LQ&KLQD
:H
EHOLHYH WKH GHDO ZLOO EULQJ JUHDW EHQH¿WV WR WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO WUDGH E\
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FOX

470 Furs® 350
Saga

750
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4020
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Blue Frost fox
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800
600
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Frost fox
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32 22
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fox Frost fox
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4 6

15 25
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Black Cross
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35
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foxes

2
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10 32
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foxCross fox
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Gold
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6 4

24 15

Palomino
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35
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4 4

12 10
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20
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3000
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MINK Saga
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® mink
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100
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American Legend®
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Breeder Type
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Mahogany and all
Blackglama®
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and
all Black

Breeder Type
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American Legend
Section III Type
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0

2300
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700

100
100

500
500

200

200

100
500

500
500
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1700

0
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MAY-JUNE

1700

0
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5450
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0

11000

0

11000

GRAND TOTAL

2300
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MINK TOTAL
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Legend

MINK

0
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5450

4550
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17

4000

TOTAL

TOTAL
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8
276

795

505

OTHER

DECEMBER

Finnraccoon

15

OTHER
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MAY-JUNE

Saga Furs®
35

25

2070
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SEPTEMBER

20

TOTAL
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(thousands)

3
DECEMBER

6
MARCH

MAY-JUNE

4
SEPTEMBER

Arctic
Finnraccoon
Finnraccoon

115

135

25

20

2 95

3003

506

4

35013

2

2

Karakul
White Finnraccoon
Chinchilla/Rex, dressed
Arctic Finnraccoon
OTHER TOTAL
Karakul

321
300

Chinchilla/Rex, dressed
OTHER TOTAL

1

1

94
50

2

2

27

26

13
TOTAL

8

2

468
350

2

2

2

2

8

321

94

27

26

468

WILD FUR

Fur Harvesters

(thousands)

MARCHFUR
MAY-JUNE
WILD

TOTAL

Fur Harvesters
65
60

Beaver
Mink

20

MARCH

Sable
Beaver
Otter
Mink
Fisher
Sable
Lynx
Otter
Lynx Cat
Fisher
Muskrat
Lynx
Raccoon
Lynx Cat
Red fox
Muskrat
Grey fox
Raccoon
Arctic fox
Red fox
Cross fox
Grey fox
Coyote
Arctic fox
Ranch fox,
North-American
Cross fox

80
65
5
20
7
80
4
5
8
7
150
4
175
8
10
150
4
175
1
10
1
4
10
1
5

(thousands)

32

30
60
5
12
6
30
5
5
7
6
120
5
120
7
8
120
2
120
2
8
1
2
15
2
2

110
125
10
32
13
110
9
10
15
13
270
9
295
15
18
270
6
295
3
18
2
6
25
3
7

MAY-JUNE

1

0

125

12

545
10

We reserve the right to change the quantities and dates.
For updates and final offering information, please check:
www.sagafurs.com and click, $8&7,216

2

0

94025

2

WILD
FUR and
TOTAL
0
545 check: 395
For
updates
final offering information,
please
www.sagafurs.com and click, $8&7,216

www.furharvesters.com

TOTAL

1

39515

Ranch fox,
5
North-American
We
reserve the right to change the quantities and dates.

12

12

494

White Finnraccoon

WILD
FUR TOTAL
Coyote

12

4

Saga Furs®

7000
6500

(thousands)

American Legend®
1000

FOX TOTAL

500
0

2761

Various Silver foxes

7
0

940
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American Legend Cooperative
PO Box 58308
Seattle, Washington 98138

Fur Harvesters
1867 Bond Street
North Bay, Ontario, Canada P1B 8K6

Saga Furs Oyj
Martinkyläntie 48
FI-01720 Vantaa, Finland

Tel: 425-251-3200
Fax: 425-251-3222
info@alcbusiness.com

Tel: (705) 495-4688
Fax: (705) 495-3099
comments@furharvesters.com

Phone +358 9 84981
Fax +358 9 849 8319
info@sagafurs.com

FI-01720 Vantaa, Finland

American Legend Cooperative
sagafurs.com
PO Box 58308
Seattle, Washington 98138

Tel: (705) 495-4688
Fax: (705) 495-3099
comments@furharvesters.com

Phone +358 9 84981
Fax +358 9 849 8319
info@sagafurs.com

Tel: 425-251-3200
Fax: 425-251-3222
info@alcbusiness.com

furharvesters.com

sagafurs.com

americanlegend.com
blackglama.com
alcbusiness.com

Fur Harvesters
americanlegend.com
1867 Bond
Street
North Bay, Ontario,blackglama.com
Canada P1B 8K6
alcbusiness.com

Saga Furs Oyj

furharvesters.com
Martinkyläntie 48
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FHA Annual Convention Award Winners
January 2013

Skinning Competitions

Congratulations to Premier Bob McLeod
Recepient of the pretigious Jules Perron Award

Mink - Philipe Giroux Award
1st - James Pecarskie
2nd - Eric Bolton
3rd - Bob Desbiens
Best Bundle - MNR Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - James Pecarskie
3rd - Mike Pecarskie
Fox - FHA Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - Mike Pecarskie
3rd - James Pecarskie
Wolf - Andy Tyson Award
1st - Réjean Desjardins
2nd - Gilbert Desjardins
Otter - Lyle Hurst Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - Terry Sands
3rd - James Pecarskie

Front Row (left to right):
Bradley Cole, Gerrald Turenne, James Pecarskie, Mike Pecarskie, Justine Desbiens, Mylene Desbiens,
Bob Desbiens, Eric Bolton, Hunter Anderson, Michel Vézina, Michel Fortin & Marilyn MacKay.

14
14
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Youth Muskrat - Don Ward
Award
1st - Rebecca Guse
2nd - Justine Desbiens
3rd - Hunter Anderson
Guiding Hand
1st - Michel Lachapelle &
Bob Desbiens
2nd -Kevin & Bradley Cole
3rd - Blake Maracle &
Price Morris
Adult Muskrat - FHA Award
1st - James Pecarskie
2nd - Mike Pecarskie
3rd - Terry Sands
Fisher FHA Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - James Pecarskie
3rd - Jim Gibb
Lynx - Magnus Nyman
Award
1st - Mike Pecarskie
2nd - Bob Desbiens
3rd - Arthur Dussault

Marten - Alex Shieff Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - Bob Desbiens
3rd - Yvon Arsenault
Beaver - FHA Award
1st - Gerald Turenne
2nd - Terry Sands
3rd - Mike Pecarskie
Kids Best Bundle - OCOA
Award
1st - Hunter Anderson
2nd - Bradley Cole
FHA Coyote Award
1st - Kevin Cole
2nd - Terry Sands
3rd - Mike Pecarskie
Women’s Beaver Skinning
-No Time Limit MNR Award
1st - Bec Tamlin
2nd - Mylene Desbien

FHA

Raccoon Skinning - No Time
Limit - FHA Award
1st - James Pecarskie
2nd - Ryan Tamlin
3rd - Kevin Cole
Raccoon Skinning TimedLloyd Cook Award
1st - Ryan Tamlin
Raccoon Skinning - At home
Elmer Trick Award
1st - Terry Sands
2nd - Mike Pecarskie
3rd - Kevin Cole
Best Handled Otter - FHA
Award
1st - James Pecarskie
2nd - Mike Pecarskie
3rd - Bob Desbiens
Beaver Skinning Timed FHA Award
1st - Gilbert Desjardins
2nd - Bob Desbiens
3rd - Michel Vézina

Beaver Skinning - No Time
Limit - Con Ducharme
Award
1st - Gilbert Desjardins
2nd - Mike Pecarskie
3rd - Ryan Tamlin
FHA Adult Trap Setting
Contest
1st - Michel Vézina
2nd - Brian Mohn
3rd - Ryan Tamlin
Mark Downey Youth Trap
Setting Contest
1st - Bradley Cole
2nd - Logan Frederick
3rd - Blake Maracle
Best Council Booth
1st - Cree Trapper’s
Association
2nd - Elliot Lake
3rd - Burks Falls

Back Row (left to right):
Kevin Cole, Yvon Arsenault, Biran Mohn, Bev Tamlin, Ryan Tamlin & Blake Maracle.

Ship With Pride - Sell With Confidence

15
15

FHA

FHA Northern Workshop in Ulukhaktok, NWT
by Andy Chartrand

Fur Harvesters Auction has always
led the way in getting the trapper
the best dollar for their furs. As part
of the agreement between FHA and
the NWT pelt preparation and fur
handling workshops are essential
to encourage the trapper to make a
better final product. Although most
trappers have a good handle on pelt
preparation there is always a little
trick here or there that could make a
difference in the end result. I always
said there is a 100 ways to skin an
animal and if you had 100 trappers
skinning the same animal in a room
you could have 100 different styles
to do it.
Having said that in March 2013
Francois Rossouw from the NWT
Industry, Tourism & Investment
department contacted FHA to
have a demo on seal handling in
Ulukhaktok NWT. This small
hamlet nestled off the west coast
of Victoria Island is home to about
500 residents. The workshop was
organized by ENR Colin Okheena.
When we arrived at the community
centre to set up we were greeted by
a group of ladies who were working
on making traditional seal skin
ceremonial shoes. Mary Kudlak’s
grandmother Helen Kalvac was
the last known lady in the village to
have made these traditional shoes.
The intent of the workshop was to
pass on this tradition to the younger
generation. It was to say the least
an interesting sight to see how
these shoes were made traditionally.
However more important is the fact
that this tradition has been passed
on to a younger generation who
can continue to pass this on in the
future.
16
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Traditions that are part of one’s
heritage must be passed on. Like
trappers we have to pass on our
experiences and knowledge so that
our younger generations can carry
the fur to the shed in the future.

To cap off our trip to Ulukhaktok
we were invited to the Helen Kalvac
school to give a demo on trapping
and the fur industry. There we
met Peter Garrett (teacher) who
introduced us to his students. We
presented for about an hour about
The seal pelt handling and grading the trapping program in the NWT
demo was presented and with many and where the furs went once they
in attendance we were able to show were skinned and dried.
a few different ways to skin, pelt and
market a seal skin hide. By the time I would like to thank Francois and
our workshop was over a pair of Colin for inviting FHA to their
traditional shoes were finished and Territory. I would also like to thank
we were given a small ceremonial all the people that I met while in
dance that went with them. What a Ulukhaktok for their hospitality. I
hope our trails will cross again.
great way to finish off a workshop.
Left to right: Mary Akoakchion,Kate
Kanayole, Zakkery Manok Kudlak,
Adam Kudlak.
Front left to right: Emily Kudlak,
Mary Kudlak, Kendra Mona Kudlak
Picture on wall: Mary Kudlak’s
grandmother Helen Kalvac

www.furharvesters.com

Love - Pride - Peace of Mind
by Mark Downey

FHA

walrus, and tons of dry caribou meat. When the guides
returned to the fish cleaning house at the end of each
day, Brandon and a couple of Inuit kids his age could
be found sitting on the fish table eating fresh char livers
and eyes. I encouraged this as I have great admiration
for the Ungava people. Their kids are so very healthy
During my life I have been very fortunate to have had and happy. He did everything they did for the 4 months
a great mother that supported my wild ideas and the he was there and I knew he would have a long and deep
direction I chose to take my life. As well I had several commitment to like the outdoors.
great male role models that were all rough and tough
older men that made me understand that the best way Brandon was in grade 5 or 6, and in the fall the public
school teachers went on strike. I was running full tilt
to influence someone is to lead by example.
trapping and I decided to take Brandon and his buddy
The fur sales demands a lot from those working here Kevin Loy to the camp rather than stay home and play
and the winter leaves little time for anything else. I felt video games for however long the teachers would be
guilty years ago that I never had my sons in hockey as out.
I had played at their age. The travel and time demands
on hockey made it impossible for me to do! Since Kevin’s Dad was good with the idea and off we went.
they were old enough to walk, I have hauled them to I gave them a canoe and two milk crates of 1 1/2 long
countless trap camps, hunt camps, and fishing trips, and springs and helped them set the marsh out in front of
did my best to show them what has been so important my camp. Their job was to run those traps each day, and
to skin and stretch the rats. Other jobs included doing
in my life.
the dishes and keeping the camp clean. All money for
Brandon was 4 years old when I took him to the caribou the muskrats was theirs to split. They worked like a
hunting / arctic char fishing lodge I was managing in real team and my camp had never been so clean. They
Ungava Bay Eastern Arctic for 4 months. He actually caught alot of rats and come sale time they split a few
celebrated his 4th birthday there. He fit in quickly and hundred dollars. Both had rosy cheeks every day rather
within a short time was even speaking a little Inuit. He than blurry eyes compared to the countless other kids
ate everything the young Inuits ate; beluga whale, seal, that had likely sat home and watched tv.
I have two sons and they are my greatest treasures, my
eldest Brandon, and my youngest, Kurt. Raising them
didn’t come with a playbook and you just do what you
think is best most times and try to keep calm when the
train leaves the tracks.
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When he was 13 years old, I left him and his 7 year old
brother home alone one January day. I had to be away
all day and be home around dinner. It was a cold and
stormy day and roads were bad which made me late
getting home. As I came into our small town, I quickly
realized the hydro was out as no lights were shining
through the windows as I drove up our country road.
I began to worry as to how long the power had been
out as my house was oil heated at the time. As I pulled
into the driveway, some lights were on in the lower level
of our house and smoke was coming from out of the
chimney. I ran in and found Brandon and Kurt on the
couch watching a movie and eating Kraft dinner. The
small wood stove in the basement, which I never used,
was snapping hot. You guys ok, I asked. They said “ya, we
took the trap camp generator and hooked it up, ok dad?”
I thought about that moment and realized our house
was the only one that was lit up and those responsible
were 13 and 7 years of age.
A lot of water has passed under the bridge and
so many great moments with my boys have
been logged. Last fall Brandon drew a rare
bull tag from WMU42 on my trapline
in the West Arm of Nipissing.
Opening day found he and I
sitting side by side in a tree
stand looking over a large
dry marsh. Brandon
was the shooter
as this tag was
a
lottery
winner
and I
was
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the caller. In time a nice bull appears across the marsh
and proceeds our way stopping to smash and trash a few
trees along the way. At 20 yards with my arm around
him, Brandon drops the bull in his tracks and brought
tears to my eyes. Twenty plus years of such adventures
with Brandon.
My youngest Kurt has a fire in him for the outdoors
seldom witnessed. His passion for hunting, trapping and
fishing is rare and we have shared hundreds of moments
together that most people cannot comprehend.
When Kurt was 6 years old he wanted to catch a fox he
had seen in our back yard. I gave him a dozen snares in
his Christmas stocking and boxing day he waded into
the bush with 6 snares and a beaver carcass as big as him.
Three days later he races through the house covered in
snow carrying a big male red fox. Six years old and did
it all alone, it still has me stunned. I had it tanned and
it hangs in his room.

www.furharvesters.com

At 10 years old he and Carl Monk, a retired CO and my
trapping partner at the time, were in a canoe checking
rat traps in the marsh in front of my camp. I was
cooking dinner and was enjoying a drink on the deck
when I heard geese. I watched a small flock fly their
way. Once they were directly overhead a shot echoed
across the marsh and I watched the leading bird fall
and the water burst from impact. Seconds later, another
shot and another bird falls from the sky. I was surprised
as I didn’t think Carl had taken his shotgun to check
those few muskrat traps.

FHA

Champions. Sunday morning before first light, found
Kurt, Don Rumford and I back in the deer woods, in
separate stands once again. A few hours passed and as
I’m having a coffee, a shot came from the direction of
Kurt’s stand, and startled me making me spill my coffee.
A few moments passed and I got a text message from
Kurt saying that he had just shot that same buck he had
missed the day before and that it had ran over the ridge.
I messaged him back telling him to wait 30 minutes
and I would come help him find it. I had no sooner hit
the send button and I got a reply. No need Dad, its a 10
point buck and I’m sitting on him. Again, tears came to
A short time later the two of them came through the my eyes; you cannot buy such moments.
door, Kurt carrying a pair of geese. Carl looked at me
shaking his head saying; you won’t believe this. Kurt Well Kurt is now 19 years old and starts Forestry School
shot two geese with that old Iver Johnson single shot at Sir Sanford Fleming College in Lindsay in January
.410 within seconds of each other. Kurt and Carl were 2014, the same college I graduated from in 1985. This
inseparable after that day as Kurt has logged hundreds past spring and summer Kurt worked for a local arborist
of hours in the truck with Carl on the trapline.
company and in mid August he informed me that he
was quitting. I asked him why the hell would you do
Another time when Kurt was in grade 9 he was on the that? He replied: “Well Dad, in September we are going
football team and only had one weekend to hunt deer north for our 2 week archery moose hunt and I am
with a rifle. I made arrangements with Don Rumford to moving into the trap camp when I get back in October
hunt his property on a Saturday morning before Kurt’s and I am going to trap until Christmas. I though for a
afternoon football game. Kurt and I went to separate tree moment before replying. When will be the next time he
stands and as noon approached, I messaged him to meet will have that opportunity to live alone at the trap camp
me out on the trail. Upon meeting up with him, I could for three months, and the fur he catches will go towards
tell he was upset. Seems the chair he was sitting on was his college.
rusty and it made a loud squeak spooking the buck he
was lining up on. I told him to shake it off and focus on So I smiled and the deal was done, with only one rule,
his afternoon football game. Kurt and his team ended he must stay in touch and let me know that he is ok.
up wining that game and were crowned the Regional Cell service is sketchy but a few locations you can get
service. I would go on weekends and take all his pelts
home and put them in the freezer for later put up.
So around mid week of opening of trapping season I
was awakened by my cell phone at 10:45 p.m. It was
Kurt letting me know he is ok. I could not make him
out well as there was a loud roaring in the background. I
asked him what the noise was, suddenly the noise stops.
Sorry Dad, it was the outboard, I’m out on Nipissing
checking traps. He had gotten 12 rats, 4 beaver and an
otter so far. I told him to get the hell to camp it was
11:00 p.m. He laughed and said, ok Dad, all is great and
don’t worry, call ya tomorrow. Well I did worry as did
my mom for 40 years of me doing the same thing.
19
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Brandon spent 2 weeks trapping with Kurt, and I that both my boys will be fishing, hunting and trapping
hooked up on weekends. We are now just putting up in to their old age and be masters of the game.
his fur and he is around 50 beavers, 20 otter, 100+ rats,
6 fox and a couple dozen fisher and marten.
I love my sons, I’m proud of my sons and I have peace of
mind. Knowing they are independent, self reliant, and
In time we all get to a point that hockey, baseball, soccer confident in the ways of the outdoors and can look after
and such are beyond our capabilities. However, I’m sure themselves in a manner very few human beings can.
A plaque hangs on the door to my gun room in our
home.

A son’s Prayer
“Dear God make me the kind
of man my Daddy is”

A father’s Prayer
“Dear God make me the kind of
man my son thinks I am”

20
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Revenue Participation Certificates (RPC)
We have had many inquires this season from our large
increase in new shippers about our Revenue Participation
Certificates (RPC) program. The following information
should help clarify what RPCs are all about.
Fur Harvesters Auction Inc. is a shipper owned
international fur marketing company that shares its
success with its shippers. When our company makes
an operating surplus we share the result with our loyal
shippers. At the end of each selling season the board of
directors review the audited results and decide with the
input of the CEO whether we will issue RPCs and/or
interest on outstanding RPCs. This meeting occurs in
late October or early November. Each shipper’s RPC is
based on the amount of fur sold in the previous selling
season. RPCs are issued to all frontline producers that
pay full commission.

season at 6%. On years of profit, we also issue interest
payments to all shippers who have left these RPCs
invested in the company. This year we will be issuing
a 30% interest payment. So if a trapper has $1000 in
RPCs, he or she will be getting a cheque in the amount
of $300.
RPCs do not expire and are not transferable. They will
remain on your account until they are redeemed by
the shipper, or paid out by the company. If you wish
to redeem your RPCs, you must request it by letter
and include the original certificate. If you have lost or
misplaced a certificate, you will have to fill out and sign
a form in order to redeem them.
RPCs are paid out once per year, at our fiscal year end
(August/September). In order to be paid out at this
time, you must have your request submitted to FHA
before January 1st of that year.

The RPCs are presented to shippers as a rebate on
the commission each shipper paid the previous selling
season. For example, this year we have issued RPCs in If you have any more questions regarding our RPC
the amount of 5%, thus putting the commission of said program, do not hesitate to call us at (705) 495-4688.

Over the past two consecutive years, FHA has paid 50% interest on all RPC
holdings. Ask yourself, how many companies do this? These benefits to
producers are truly unprecedented in the fur business. Spread the word,
Fur Harvesters Auction Inc, A WISE INVESTEMENT!

Canada’s Premier Supplier of Furbearer
Management and Marketing Equipment
1867 Bond Street, North Bay ON P1B 8K6 Tel: (705) 495-3511 Fax: (705) 495-4939
Toll Free: 1-800-424-4441 (for orders only) traps@furharvesters.com
BEAVER TAIL WALLETS
Wallets available in men’s or ladies & in black or brown.

39.75
Men’s

Women’s

+tax

Exclusive Distributor Of Sauvageau Magnum Traps For Ontario
Distributor Of Ram Power Snaring Systems
Distributor Of Belisle Traps / Distributor Of LDL Traps
Exclusive Distributor Of Nokian Footwear For The Trapping Community

Ship With Pride - Sell With Confidence
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FHA Annual Convention - April 11th & 12th, 2014
North Bay, Ontario

Book early to avoid disappointment!
HAMPTON INN
950 McKeowen Ave, North Bay
Single or Double Rooms
Continental breakfast included & Pool
1-877-409-4899 or 705-474-8400
www.northbay.hamptonbyhilton.com

The Theme for next year’s convention:

Youth Trappers - Our Future!

Admission
$6.00 per person - 16 years old and under are free

(Admission covers both days and Friday’s night’s entertainment)

Trapping, Fur Handling and Fur Grading
Demonstrations both Friday and Saturday, ALL DAY!

BEST WESTERN
700 Lakeshore Drive, North Bay
Single or Double Rooms
1-800-528-1234 or 705-474-5800
www.bestwesternnorthbay.com

Convention Schedule

COMFORT INN
1200 O’Brien Street, North Bay
Single or Double Rooms
705-476-5400
www.comfortnorthbay.com

Thursday, April 10th, 2014

NORTHGATE INN
255 McIntyre Street West, North Bay
Single or Double Rooms
Continental breakfast included
1-866-474-4770 or 705-474-4770
www.northgateinn.ca

9:00 am
		
4:00 pm
7-8:00 pm
8:00 pm
9:00 pm
10:30 pm

5:00 pm

Friday, April 11th, 2014

SUNDOWN RIDGE
810 Highway 17 West, North Bay
Jr. Suite, Fire Place & Jacuzzi
1-866-245-4133 or 705-495-3482
www.sundownridge.net

INN ON THE BAY
340 Main Street West
Single or Double
1-877-937-8483 or (705) 495-6461
www.innonthebay.ca
LAKESHORE SUITES
710 Lakeshore Drive
Single or Double
(705) 497-9000
www.northernsuites.com

7-9:00 am
9:00 am
		
9:30 am
		
11:00 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
8:15 pm
9:00 pm
11:00 pm

Trapper’s breakfast
Warehouse opens. Various demonstrations and
contests held throughout the day!
CEO’s welcome (auction room)
FHA’s Annual General Meeting
Regional Meeting - Zone 4B (auction room)
Warehouse closes
Cocktail hour
Dinner here at the convention
Guest speaker
Entertainment
Awards presentation
Dance
FHA raffle draw

Sunday, April 13th, 2014

Visit North Bay’s website at: www.cityofnorthbay.ca
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Registration begins.Various demonstrations and
contests held throughout the day!
Warehouse closes
Cocktail hour
Fur fashion show
Dance
Live auction

Saturday, April 12th, 2014

CLARION RESORT PINEWOOD PARK
201 Pinewood Park Drive
Standard or Executive
1-800-461-9592 or (705) 472-0810
www.clarionresortpinewoodpark.com
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Booth set-up / Trapper’s lounge opens

9:00 am
to 12:00pm

Booth Removal

www.furharvesters.com
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IMPORTANT TIPS WHEN SHIPPING FUR!
Pre-printed Receipts
This year, many FHA shippers will receive a pre-printed
receipt with their fall mailing. The receipt will have the
same information that your pre-printed shipping tag has
on it. Name, address, account number and in Ontario,
trapping license number. All you need to do is fill in
your quantities of your different species and deliver it
with your fur to your local pickup location. The driver or
authorized receiving agent will sign it and give you back
a copy, indicating that he has received your shipment.
As usual, your counts will be verified once the shipment
arrives at our receiving warehouse. The pre-printed
receipts will increase accuracy, and speed up the whole
shipping process.
Identifying Your Fur Shipment
Clearly identify your shipment both inside and out with
name, address, licence number, postal code and telephone
number. If more than one (1) bag is shipped at the same
time, mark bags “1 of 5”, “2 of 5”, etc.
Shipping more than one bag
If you have more than one bag, fill in one (1) shipping
tag for each bag. The quantities written on the tag should
reflect the quantities of pelts in each bag.
Please ensure that your beaver pelts are placed flat in the
bag, fur to fur, leather to leather. Try to keep beaver pelts
of the same size together. Also ensure that pelts are free
of nails or staples.
Your bag should be tied with string. Avoid using staples
or wire.
Castoreum should be dried and packaged in a paper
bag or cardboard box, never in plastic bags or plastic
containers.
Shipping bags and tags are supplied by FHA free of
charge to FHA shippers and are available at pick-up
points. You can also contact your local agent or FHA
head office in North Bay.
If fur is being sold under a special account, remember to
write the account no. on the outside of the shipment and
on the shipping cards as well (ie. trapper education).

Any notes, direct deposit applications, etc. enclosed with
the shipment should be placed in a small plastic bag and
secured to one of the pelts.
For special instructions for processing your fur cheque
(ie. if you will be picking it up, etc.) please inform us for
each sale (instructions will not be carried forward from
one sale to the next.)
If you would like to receive our magazine in a different
language (french or english), please advise us.
For advances, clearly mark an “X” in the box on the back
of your shipping card.
We only have a market for red squirrels. We do not
accept black squirrels, grey squirrels, flying squirrels or fox
squirrels. We do not accept rabbit fur, bear gall bladders,
teeth or claws detached from the bear hide.
Bear pelts from any jurisdiction must be complete (head
and claws attached to the hide) in order to be sold in
Ontario.
ONTARIO SHIPPERS
Do not forget to write your 10 digit trapper licence
number: ex. NB12345678. Please write your 9 digit
Hunters Outdoor Card number for skunk, raccoon, fox,
coyote or wolf if taken under that licence (ie. 708158
123456789).
Out-of-province shippers, please ensure that fur shipped
directly to Ontario is accompanied by an export permit
or contact your local agent.
USA SHIPPERS
Please keep CITES species (Otter, Bobcat and Lynx) in
a separate bag. All pelts must be correctly tagged with
the CITES tag through the pelt and properly sealed.
Please inform your agent of ALL CITES ARTICLES
when shipping. Packaging them separately from your
other goods will make it much easier. Improperly tagged
pelts or untagged pelts will be immediately returned to
the shipper, or may be subject to seizure.

Ship With Pride - Sell With Confidence
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THE TRAPPER
Re-printed from the Canadian Trapper
publication December 1976

When your ears feel the nip
Of the frost in the air
And the mercury’s way below
The sharp crack of the trapper’s whip
And the dog team’s rarin’ to go.
From November through the winter
Till the early spring in May
A trapper has his hardships
Each and every day.
He travels through rain and snow
O’er lakes valley and hills
By canoe, snowshoe and dog team
Through a wilderness white and still.
The signs of game are plenty
Of Fisher, Otter and Mink
Also tracks, of Moose and Wolves are seen
And the odd one of the Lynx.
The Beaver now are nestled
In their house beneath the snow
And the trapper sets his traps for them
When the mercury’s way below.
He sets his traps to catch them
These creatures of the wild,
With caution and care he makes his sets
And travels mile after mile after mile.

BEAVER JERKY
submitted by Tim Bennett of L’ause, MI

Slice fresh caught beaver meat into 1/4
inch thick stripes.
In a sauce pan, mix the following
ingredients:
- 2 table spoons of canning salt
- 1/2 tea spoon of pepper
- 1/4 tea spoon of cayenne pepper
- 1 tea spoon of garlic powder
- 1 table spoon of brown sugar
Don’t be afraid to vary the quantiy of
spices depending on taste. This recipe
also works for venison and geese.
Mix ingredients into meat. Lie meat flat
in pan and sprinkle lemon juice on meat
between layers. Leave in fridge for 24-48
hours.
Place in smoker on low heat for 2-3
hours.
Enjoy!

At last he is rewarded
With pelts, he’s handled with care
For the toil and rewards of the trapper
Are his alone to share.
Frank Legace
8 / 3 / 56
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1. FHA’s sales commission is 11%.
2. There are shipping costs for using FHA’s pickup services and sending fur through
our agents. Please check your appropriate schedule for the applicable amounts.
3. FHA will sell your pelts at its discretion. As always, FHA will continue to protect
your interest and obtain the best prices possible for your fur.
4. If not previously paid, royalties will be deducted and remitted to the province in
question, when applicable.
5. Your fur shipment is fully insured by FHA when your agent issues you a receipt. Your
shipment is also insured if you ship directly to FHA by a common registered carrier.
(Canada ONLY - U.S. shippers must send through FHA agent. See U.S. Shipping
Info)
6. FHA’s sales are conducted in U.S. dollars. If you are a Canadian shipper, your
proceeds will be converted and paid to you in Canadian funds.
7. No checks will be issued for accounts with proceeds of $5.00 or less. These proceeds
will be kept in your account and forwarded to future sales.
8. Trappers with inactive accounts (accounts with fur but no sales) will not receive a
statement in the mail, except after FHA’s final sale of the season. Trappers will still be
able to view these accounts on-line.
9. Drumming charges will be deducted for all long hair pelts that are drummed.
Drumming cleans and improves the appearance of the long haired pelts and increases
their value.
10. A shrinkage allowance is calculated on all castoreum shipments. The amount of
this allowance is at FHA’s discretion.
11. Unsold goods are not returnable. They will be re-offered on subsequent sales
until sold or declared to be of “no value” in the case of poor quality skins with no
commercial value.
12. Skins that are deemed to have no commercial value will be turned over to the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources for disposal. These skins will appear on printout
as “no value”.
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In Memorium
Churchill “Juney” Guye
1934 - 2013

Ray Gardner
1937 - 2013

On February 25,2013 Churchill ( JUNEY) Guye
passed away at Roseway Hospital after battling cancer,
with his family by his side.

Ray was born in Parry Sound, ON. He lived with his
parents and four siblings in Pointe au Baril and married
and raised three children there also.

Juney was an avid hunter and trapper all his life. His
pride and joy his father’s camp

He started trapping and hunting with his father and
three brothers and continued until 2010. He was a true
outdoors man and took great pride in trapping and
received several certificates for his fur handling skills
from the Fur Harvesters Auction.

At Lake George (HUNTERS LODGE) was only
second to his family.
Earlier in life he trapped with his long time friend
Seldon Bruce and his latter years with his brother
George(Mick) Guye and son-in-law Kenny Gregory.
Juney instilled the love and respect of hunting,
trapping, fishing and the great outdoors to family and
friends.
Juney will be greatly missed but not forgotten by all
who knew and loved him.
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When the leghold trap became an issue that animals
suffered, ray and Robert Emery took a TV reporter on
the trapline. They checked traps that were set under
the ice and demonstrated that they only used conibear
traps which was a humane way of harvesting fur bearing
animals.
He enjoyed staying at his camp with his wife
Mona (predeceased February 28th, 2003) and their
grandchildren. Ray will be sadly missed by all who
knew him.

www.furharvesters.com
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Elmer McCorrister
1935 - 2013

Les Watmough
1930 - 2013

Elmer, formerly of Birch River, passed away on July
29, 2013 at the age of 78 years. A memorial service was
held at Turtle Mountain Métis Centre on September
21. Elmer is survived by his wife Jeanette and his
children: daughters Colette (Brad) Tweed, Debra ( Jim)
Cook, Loretta (Donnivan) Cournoyer and sons Earl
(Dolores) and Danny (Nicole). Numerous nephews
and nieces, grandchildren and great grandchildren
also remember him.

Les began shipping to Fur Harvesters Auction in the
early 1990’s and even before he became a receiving
agent, Les would convince his fellow trappers to ship
their catch along with his shipment. We then knew
that Les would be an excellent receiving agent.

Elmer was a member of Manitoba Trappers
Association and served a term on the board as director
at large. He was an agent for Fur Harvesters Auction
and was well known for his pelting and boarding
abilities, particularly beaver.

Les is survived by his wife of 52 years Dianne and his
four children, Alice, Marilynn, Katherine, and Albert.
An open house in honour of Les was hel at the Christ
Lutheran Church.

Les had a big heart and he always gave his trappers
excellent service. It was a pleasure to work with Les
and he will be dearly missed.

Elmer and Jeanette took part in the Professional
Trappers Seminar in Thompson in 2002, and attended
the Thompson Fur Table for many years. He also loved
music, particularly fiddle playing, and he and Jeanette
attended many events at local coffee houses.
Elmer had many jobs in his life, but he particularly
loved his trapping and guiding.
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FHA RECEIVING AGENTS

CANADIAN AGENTS

YUKON
Yukon Trappers Association
509 Strickland Street
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5X9
(867) 667-7091
BRITISH COLUMBIA
L. Marie Hampton
PO Box 4765, Stn Main
Williams Lake, BC V2G 2V8
(250) 790-2330
Beth Miller
798 Argyle St.
Penticton, BC V2A 5N7
(250) 493-2946

ALBERTA
Alberta Trappers Association
#2, 9919-106 Street
Westlock, AB T7P 2K1
(780) 349-6626
Ted Feller
Marksman Gun & Sport
312 - 13th Street North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 2R8
(403) 327-7595
Frank Wall
Box 53
La Crete, AB T0H 2H0
(780) 928-2119
SASKATCHEWAN
Jim Luthi
PO Box 22
Punnichy, SK
S0A 3C0
(306) 835-2870
MANITOBA
Roger Toews *
Box 8, Group 2, RR#1
Steinbach, MB R5G 1L9
(204) 371-1937
ONTARIO
To receive a copy of your
local pick-up schedule or a
list of your local agents/depots, please contact us:
Ph:(705) 495-4688
Fx:(705) 495-3099
fha@furharvesters.com

U.S. AGENTS

QuébeC
Bas St. Laurent/Gaspésie
Côte-Nord *
John Richard *
3101 Route 180
South Tetagouche, NB
E2A 7C1
(506) 548-3018
Estrie / Beauce *
Michel Paris
423, route Ling
Warwick, QC J0A 1M0
(819) 358-2845
Saguenay / Lac St. Jean *
Stephane Tremblay
812 Roberg
Chicoutimi, QC G7H 5B1
(418) 812-8939
Laurentides*
Jean-Pascal Trudeau
45 rang 1 Moreau
Mont-St-Michel, QC J0W 1P0
819 587-2590
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ILLINOIS
Ryan Ruhl *
16058 US Hwy 34
Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932 9072
Mike Gragert *
511 5th St.
New Douglas, IL 62074
(217) 456-6097
INDIANA
Alexis Rose *
852 West 550 South
Columbus, IN 47201
Tel. (812) 343-9066
Fax. (812) 378-0905

Lanaudière *
ATPQ a/s Francois Pelletiers
CP 293, Kildaire, QC
J0K 1C0
(450) 839-2307
frpelletier@hotmail.com

IOWA/SOUTHERN
MINNESOTA
Drewelow Fur Co. *
c/o Bill Drewelow
121 North Washington
Fredericksburg, IA 50630
(563) 237-5332

Nord Ouest / Abitibi *
Fourrures Grenier
730 1 rue Ouest
Barraute, QC J0Y 1A00
(819) 734-3344

Northeast Iowa Fur Ex.
c/o Rick Hemsath *
Box 96, 104 Ely St.
Rowley, IA 52329
(319) 938-2665

Pontiac / Gatineau /
Basse-Lièvre
Marc Dussault
503 Montée Bertrand
St-Jean sur Richelieu, QU
J2X 5M9
450-545-6465
mactrap@mactrap.com

MAINE
Dad’s Fur Company *
c/o Denny Larson
324 Van Horne Rd.
Williamsburg, ME 04414
(207) 965-8881

New Brunswick / Nova
Scotia / PEI
John Richard *
3101 Route 180
South Tetagouche, NB
E2A 7C1
(506) 548-3018
NEWFOUNDLAND
Eugene Tiller *
12 Walsh’s Ave
Pasadena, NL A0L 1K0
(709) 686-5000
etiller@mail.com

28

ALASKA
Joe Mattie *
Alaska Raw Fur Co.
4106 Boat Street
Fairbanks, AK 99709
(907) 479-2462
akrawfur@juno.com

LABRADOR
Jim Shouse *
P.O. Box 483, Station C
Goose Bay, NL A0P 1C0
(709) 896-2171

MICHIGAN
Mark Spencer *
N4552 Spencer Lane
Moran, MI 49760
(906) 292-4779
spenfurs@lighthouse.net
J&K Fur Exchange *
c/o Ralph Degesie
2893 S-M65
Whittemore, MI 48770
(989) 756-2473
UPTA, John Gunville *
N-125 Co Rd 577
Vulcan, MI 49892
906-563-5940
jgunville@hotmail.com

NEBRASKA/KANSAS/
MISSOURI
Lee Steinmeyer *
17310 Goldenbelt Rd
Onaga, KS 66521
(785) 396-4312

WASHINGTON
American Legend Cooperative
c/o Laura Doll
200 SW 34th Street
Renton, WA 98055
(425) 251-3100

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Bill G. Bailey *
290 Cornhill Rd
Boscawen, NH 03303
(603) 796-2758

WASHINGTON/MONTANA/
IDAHO
George Brady *
Cascade Biological Supply
Box 535,
228 Beach Street
Pateros, WA 98846
(509) 923-2326
cascadeb@televar.com

NEW YORK
Toby Edwards *
388 Tennantville Road
Edinburg, NY 12134
Home (518) 863-6716
Cell (518) 848-0217
PENNSYLVANIA/OHIO
Jim Griffith *
691 Brownstown Hill
Stoystown, PA 15563
(814) 893-5192
Brian Mohn *
138 Farview Rd
Hamburg, PA 15563
(610) 562-1790
SOUTH DAKOTA/
MINNESOTA
Steve (Pete) Peterson *
22251 - 448th Ave
Ramona, SD 57054
(605) 482-8131
trapperpete@alliancecom.net
VERMONT
Willis Gilfillan *
Box 293
Island Pond, VT 05846
(802) 723-6282
trapperbill@myfairpoint.net
VIRGINIA
John Coakley *
The Trappers Haven
10345 Rooster Ridge Ln.
Dayton, Va 22821
Cell 540-335-6088
traphaven@shentel.net

WISCONSIN
Greg Schroeder
400 England St.
Cambridge, WI
53523-9116
(608) 225-9153
Dan Destree *
Twin Rivers Taxidermy
7314 Hwy B
Two Rivers, WI 54241
(920) 682-8572
Ryan & Michelle Oates *
W1736 County Rd M
Rib Lake, WI 54470
(715) 482-7040
Mike Volkers *
733 S Rees Rd
Pearl City, IL 61062
(815) 443-2366
itrap@vwcsupplies.com
WYOMING
Dirk Miller
3838 Blue Sky Rd
Carpenter, WY 82054
(307) 630-4675

Agents marked with an “ * ” offer
a fur pick-up service.
Please contact your local agent or FHA
to receive a copy of your local fur
pickup schedule.
Pick-up schedules are also available
online at:

www.furharvesters.com

www.furharvesters.com

FHA’s 2013 Annual Convention

Bradley & Kevin Cole preparing
for a skinning competition.

Roger Redner providing his excellent
knife sharpening services.

Bob Desbiens giving a skinning
demo to a packed room.

Gilbert Desjardins doing an
immaculate job on his beaver.

Guy Sauvageau promoting one
of the best traps on the market.

George Thompson’s beaver
snaring demo, a great success.

FHA’s receiving department
in full swing.

Bob Desbiens passes on his skinning
skills to his daughter Justine.

Bev & Ryan Tamlin preparing
skins for competition.

Thank you to all who
participated in last year’s
convention, we look forward
to seeing you again on
April 12 &13, 2014!
Future trapper enjoying one
of many conventions to come.

Michel Vézina skins a beaver
during a timed competition.
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2014 Auction Schedule

LAST RECEIVING
DATES
January 19th, 2014
April 13th, 2014
May 25th, 2014

SALE DATES
**March 13th-14th, 2014
**June 4th-5th, 2014
*June 21st, 2014

**Sales will be held in Finland in conjunction with
Saga Furs & American Legend.
*Sales will be held in North Bay, Canada. Selected goods.

DON’T MISS FUR HARVESTER’S
ANNUAL CONVENTION

APRIL 11 & 12, 2014
The Theme for next year’s convention:

Youth Trappers - Our Future!

Trapping, Fur Handling and Fur Grading
Demonstrations Friday & Saturday
ALL DAY LONG!
Fur Harvesters Auction Inc.

1867 Bond Street, North Bay, ON P1B 8K6
Tel. (705) 495-4688 / Fax. (705) 495-3099
fha@furharvesters.com
www.furharvesters.com
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